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Mr. JONES remarked that it was exceedingly essential that
the members of the Association should support the Editor of
their own JOURNAL by all the literaly and scientific contribu-
tions it was in their power to give.

VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT.
Dr. NOBLE moVed, seconded by Dr. INMAN, that a vote of

thanks be rendered to the Chairman, not only as President of
the present meeting, but also for his exercise of the presidency
since he undertook that office.
The motion was carried with acclamation.
The CHAIRMAN returned his acknowledgments, and thanked

every member for the kindness and courtesy he had re-
ceived. [Applause.]
The proceedings of the meeting terminated at three o'clock

in the afternoon.

THE DINNER.
The dinner took place at the Assembly Room, Bull Hotel;

about sixty gentlemen were present. His Worship the Mayor
presided, supported by the Rev. Canon Parrs Dr. Vose, Mr.
Waters, Mr. Southam, etc. Mr. W. Howitt occupied the vice-
chair. The cloth having been drawn, and the loyal toasts
drunk,
The CHAIRMAN proposed " The Bishop and Clergy of the

diocese," joining witlh the toast the health of the Vicar of
Preston.
The Rev. Canon PARR returned thanks, and proposed " The

Army and Navy." He looked upon those bodies, not to be used
for aggression, but for defence. He looked upon the army and
navy in any country, efficiently maintained, as the best
guarantees for the security of that country in peace and quiet-
ness. [Cheers.]
The toast was dr-unk with applause, and was responded to by

Mr. Hammond.
Dr. LYON, in an appropriate speech, proposed " The British

Medical Association," which was enthusiastically received.
Professor WILLIAMSON gave " The Lancashire and Cheshire

Branch of the British MIedical Association." It was a proof of
the wisdom of their founders that they made the body to which
they belonged a union. They clearly understood the fact sug-
gested by some of the political governments of the world that
had existed throughout all time, that a federal union was the
true idea which ought to pervade the mass of those who would
give strength and vigour and perennial youth to any body.
The object was to secure that union that could only spring
from unity of thouglht, from sympathy of feeling, from con-
geniality of nature, and from a number of those elements which
could only be found when men were brought frequently to-
gether, when they knew one anotlher, when they respected one
another, and loved one another; in fact, when they were so
united in all that was good and elevating, that at the most
insignificant signal they were prepared to act in harmnonious
co-operation. Alluding to the practical utility of the Asso-
ciation, he said it was recognised, and universally allowed that
when Mr. Headlam's Bill became law (and it would become
law sooner or later), it was substantially their work. [Cheers.]
The VICE-CHAIRMAN proposed the health of Dr. Noble, Dr.

Inman, and Mr. Dagliesh, iu a brief speech, in which he passed
a high encomium upon each of those gentlemen.

Dr. NOBLE was delighted to have this opportunity of meeting
so many old friends in the place of his nativity and youth. It
was quite plaiin that if any body of men would accomplish good
in any particular era, it must be by corresponding with the
spirit of the times; and, if one thing was more clear than
another, it was that results affecting the community were to be
effected by associatioin, and not by autocracy. Individuals
themselves were powerless, but when associated they became
potent for achievinig great results ; and he did contend that the
British Mledical Association, of which the Lancashire and
Cheshire Branch was an integral part, had accomplished good
indeed. It was a question sometimes asked by the querulous,
and sometimes in scorn, "What have you done? What is the
use of your Association? If I join it, what shall I get?"
Now, they had notlhing to say to such parties. The inspiring
motive for a man to become a member must be a feeling of
professional chivalry, and a trust that good would come.

Mr. DAGLIESH also returned thanks.
Dr. VOSE proposed the health of the President, which toast

was drunk with great acclamation.
The CHAIRMAN returned thanks.
Mr. SOUTHAM proposed the healths of the President elect and

the Vice-Presidents.

Mr. JONES responded.
Mr. BATTY gave " The Council," coupled with the name of

Mr. Wolstenholme.
Mr. JONES gave the toast of Mr. Hatton, the late honorary

secretary. The toast was heartily responded to.
Dr. DUNCAN proposed the health of Mr. Waters, the newly

appointed secretary.
Mr. WATEnS briefly responded, and gave " The new mem-

bers," to which Mr. Hunt replied.
Mr. SWIFT proposed " The visitors," which was acknowledged

by Mr. Hall.
Other toasts followed, and the proceedings termirnated about

half-past seven o'clock.
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POOR-LAW MEDICAL REFORM.
LETTER FROM RICHARD GRIFFIN, ESQ.

SIR,-During the last eighteen months Union medical affairs
have occupied much space in your valuable columns. Glad
should I be, could I say this is the last epistle I shall write on
the subject of Poor-law; but alas ! we have still to fight the
hard battle of right against might. I must therefore crave
further indulgence, and a continuance of your able and generous
assistance.
On June 25th, the President of the Poor-Law Board, in reply

to Sir John Trollope, said, " that an order had recently been
issued by the Poor-Law Board, directing that the appointments
of medical officers to Poor-law Unions should be made per-
manent. Their salaries were fixed by the Poor-law Guardians,
and the funds from which they were paid were partly the rates
levied in their districts, and partly a vote of that House. In
those cases in which the remuneration was extremely low, the
Poor-law Board endeavoured to procure an addition to it, but
he was sorry to say that, generally speaking, the Poor-law
guardians were not disposed to agree with the Poor-law Board
as to the propriety of such addition. Unless the Poor-law
Board entered into a violent contest with the Boards or Guar-
dians on that subject--which he was not all prepared to do-
it would be difficult indeed to obtain an increase of the
salaries. He ought at the same time to state that, in a great
number of Unions, the medical officers were sufficiently remu-
nerated. There could be no doubt that the great body of them
discharged their duties with fidelity and diligence. Any one
acquainted with the present operation of the Poor-law must
admit that a great improvement had been effected in the
administration of medical relief to the poor. [Hear.] He
could not hold out any hopes to the medical officers that their
salaries would be increased by means of an increased vote of
the House, because the House was reluctant to grant even the
usual vote utnder the head of Poor-law medical relief. As
occasion permitted, the area within which the medical officers
had to discharae their duties would be diminished."
The first part of Mr. Bouverie's speech is intended to imply

that one cause of our complaint is removed, as the " order"
recently issued makes us permanent officers. That it is not so
I have shown in my letter to the Poor-law Board on the 20th
instant. The order is prospective, and does nothing for the
present officers, and very little for those to be hereafter
appointed, as it is still clogged with residence in the district as
a sine qud non for permanency of office. I trust, however, my
medical brethren will not be disheartened by the general tenor
of Mr. Bouverie's reply, which is not more discouraging than
was the opposition to the repeal of the corn laws; yet that mea-
sure was ultimately carried, and why should not ours ?
The President of the Poor-law Board compliments us on our

"fidelity and diligence "-goodly traits in our character, truly ;
but words alone, however gratifying, will not pay our druggists'
bills. We require something more tangible, and must have it,
too, before we cease to agitate. My medical brethren must
continue to send in their petitions to the House, and to make
interest with its members. That considerable progress has
been made, is testified by the promises of support which so
many of the Union surgeons have already received from their
representatives. I, however, fear we shall not do much this
session, hurried as it is, and opposed as we are, by Govern-
ment, as it is clearly evinced by the statement of the President
that he is "not prepared to enter into a violent contest with
the }3oards of Guardians on the subject." He is not, in fact.
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prepared to support his officers in their claims for redress.
We must, therefore, to quote his own words, prove our "fidelity
and diligence", by a firm resolve to obtain the fruits of the
verdict already recorded in our favour by the Select Committee
of the House of Commons on medical relief, which made its
report in 1854.
Our organisation is daily becoming more perfect; we are

supported by the Royal College of Surgeons and the Company
of Apothecaries; and I may say by nearly the entire profession.
About three hundred petitions have already been presented;
many of them contain the names of men of high standing;
some of the clergy have also signed in our favour; and one
petition has the name of the chairman of a board of guardians
conjoined with many magistrates and ratepayers.

Let my friends continue to furnish me with the names of
the petitioners, and the means to carry on the war, and the fault
shall not be mine if victory does not ultimately crown our
efforts. I am, etc.,

RICHARD GRIFFIN.
12, Royal Terrace, WVeymouth, June 27th, 1857.

P.S.-Since writing the above, I have received a communi-
cation from a nobleman, well known by name to the profession,
and if his lordship display only one-half the energy in support
of our cause that he has shown in opposition to Mr. Headlam's
Bill, we shall have a staunch advocate. Lord Elcho concludes
his letter with the following words:-" I aIn unable to take any
steps in the present session as regards the grievances of the
Poor-Law Medical Officers; but I shall be very glad, if you
have no more worthy advocate, to turn my attention to the
subject next session."

x:1arJiamntlfy jnitefffigcnit
HOUSE OF COM3MONS.-Thiirsday, June 25th.

METROPOLITAN WORKHOUSES.
Viscount RAYNH.AM moved for a Select Committee " to inquire

into the condition and administration of metropolitan work-
houses, and into the arrangements made by the parochial
authorities for relieVing the poor." He said that since attention
was called to this subject, matters had become worse and worse
in most of the metropolitan workhouses. A recent blue-book
from the Poor-Law Board contained nothing but accounts of
mismanagement in Marylebone and St. Pancras Workhouses.
The inspectors describled it as " most horrible". Since then,
St. Pancras may have been somewhat improved, but that was
owing to an inquiry instituted by the Poor-Law Board; and
further inquiry might cause similar improvements in other
workhouses. One great defect is the want of classification,
the dissolute being mingled with the deserving. It is also
notoriouis that the guardians screw down the salaries of officials
to the lowest point; and porters are selected for their harsh-
ness an(d skill in drivinig the poor from the doors, and in pre-
ventinig casual poor from obtaining relief. They are intruisted
with a discretion which they are unfit to assume, and which it
is illegal to exercise. Moreover, pauper nurses are employed
whose oldl age and infirmities render them unfit for the duties.
The wardls are also overcrowded, and the guardians ought to
be compelled to remove pauper children to the countrv. The
evil would also be further reduced if the guardians abandoned
their too parsimonious principles. The constitution of the
Board of Guardians is wholly at valiance with the rights of
the inmates, as guardians ore elected merely on pledges to
reduce the expenditure. Last year, a widow-a lunatic-fifty-
nine year-s of age, committed suicide, owing to the neglect of
the medical officer at Hampstead; and the coroner's jury
severely censured the two relieving officers; and many other
cases had occulTed where the inhumanity of the officers had
caused suffering and death.
Mr. D. NICOL seconded the motion for inquiiry.
Mr. WILLIAMS said the general administration of Marvlebone

was marked by humanity and attention to the poor. All the
clergy of the district were ex officio members. The officers
also were fully competent to their duties, and they were amply
paid.

Mr. BOUVERIE said there were twenty-four workhouses in
the metropolis; and the proposed inquiry would not be com-
plete this session. He would not say that the administration
of the Poor-Law in Marylebone and St. Pancras was perfectly

satisfactory, but it had much improved since the Poor-Law
Board made their report. The Poor-Law Board has now suffi-
cient powers of revision; and if any particular case of hardship
be complained of, he would be ready to investigate it.

Mr. P. W. MARTIN said the Poor-Law Board's report was
made in January 1856; yet in October 1856, Mr. Hall reported
that the regulations of the Poor-Law Board were still disobeyed,
and the state of the wards was described as " horrible".

Mr. H. DRUMMOND said that Mr. Bouverie's speech had added
to his conviction that inquiry was necessary.
Alderman COPELAND also supported inquiry.
Sir J. PAKINGTON said that although the metropolitan work-

houses were in an unsatisfactory condition, yet as Mr. Bouverie
had promised to rectify the evils, the motion ought to be
withdrawn.
The House then divided. The numbers were-for Viscount

Raynham's motion, 52; against it, 73: majority against it, 11.
The motion was therefore lost.

POOR LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS.
In answer to Sir J. TROLLOPE,
Mr. BOUVERIE said, that ani order bad recently been issued

by the Poor-law Board directing that the appointments of
medical officers to Poor-law Unions should be made permanent.
Their salaiies were fixed by the Poor-law Guardians, and the
funds from which they were paid were partly the rates levied
in their districts, and partly a vote of that House. In those
cases in which the remuneration was extremely low, the Poor-
law Board endeavoured to procure an addition to it, but he
was sorry to say that, generally speaking, the Poor-law Guar-
dians were not disposed to agree with the Poor-law Board as
to the propriety of such addition. Unless the Poor-law Board
entered into a violent contest with the Boards of Guardians
on that subject-which he was not at all prepared to do-it
would be difficult indeed to obtain an increase of the salaries.
He ought at the same time to state that, in a great number of
Unions, the medical officers were sufficiently remunerated.
There could be no douibt that the great body of them dis-
charged their duties with fidelity and diligence. Any one ac-
quainted with the present operation of the Poor-law, must
admit that a great improvement hacd been effected in the ad-
ministration of medical relief to the poor. [Hear.] He could
not hold out any hopes to the medical officers that their sala-
ries would be increased by means of an increased vote of the
House, because the House was reluctant to grant even the
usual vote under the head of Poor-Law Medical Relief. As
occasion permitted, the area within which the medical officers
had to discharge their duties would be diminished.

Wednesday, July lst.

MEDICAL PROFESSION (No. 1) BILL.
Mr. HEADLA1u moved that this Bill be read a second time.
Mr. CRAUFURD moved that the Bill be read a second time on

that day six months. In the course of last year, Mr. Headlam
introduced a measure, on which considerable labour had been
bestowed, and which to a great extent elicited the united sup-
port of the medical profession, more especially of the British
Medical Association. To secure the unanimity necessary to
success, it was framed on the principle of com-promise. With
the view to carry out that spirit in the fullest sense, and to do
justice to certain Universities and other bodies, Lord Elcho
brought forward a second Bill. Both the measures were read
a second time, and referred to a select committee. The conse-
quence was the framing of a measure considerably modifying
the one proposed by Mr. Headlam, and assuming the form now
presented to the House by the Medical Profession (No. 3) Bill,
introduced by Lord Eleho. In the shape in which that Bill
came down from the committee, it almost entirely coincided with
themeasure proposed bythe British lMedicalAssociation. Every.
thing was in fair train, but the late period at which the com-
mittee concluded their labours rendered it necessary that the
matter should stand over. Since then Mr. Headlam introduced
a Bill. It was certainly not a little extraordinary that Mr.
Headlam should almost wholly disregard the decision of the
committee, and should again introduce a Bill nearly identical
with that brought in by him in the session of 1856. The Bill
completely consulted the interests of the corporations. He (Mr.
Craufurd) did not want to upset vested interests ; but he was
indisposed to continue these corporations in the possession of
privileges no longer suited to the spirit of our times. Bill No.
3 dealt tenderly with vested interests; it did not sweep away the
medical corporations, which had undoubtedly done much good
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